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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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4) E3 Claim(s) 7-29 is/are pending in the application. 
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Application Papers 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 16-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 

the invention. 

Regarding claim 16 (dependent claims 17-29), the claim language of the "input/output 
circuit" limitation, which describes the function of the input/output circuit is indefinite. For the 
purpose of examination, the recited claim language as interpreted, implies that the circuit 
functions as and output circuit. The claim language does not clearly indicate that circuit receives 
any information. The phrase, ". . .inputs control information", provides an interpretation that it 
actually provides an input into another device, which is parallel to an output. Thus, the claim 
language is indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
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subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1, 5-8, 16-17 and 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Brooks, Jr. et al., U. S. Patent No. 6212555. 

Regarding claim 1, and 7, Brooks, Jr. et al., (herein, Brooks) discloses an audio transfer 
storage and playback system (figures 1-3). Brooks disclosure comprises a computer server (1) 
with music/recording libraries of prerecorded music or voice on tapes, CDs, etc., and means of 
recording and storing live music or voice, wherein the recorded music may be categorized as to 
format as classical, jazz, contemporary, rap, and others, and same for the recorded voice works 
(col. 3, lines 6-65) which can be transmitted to a audio player. The plurality of different audio 
data files constitutes as the plurality of unit information. Brooks discloses a data storage means 
(12), which reads on storage device for the plurality of audio data files; via the means (9) for 
processing the audio data files for transmission, the transmission means (5) transmits the files to 
that audio receiver/playback device (6)- (claim 7, audio information reproducing apparatus), 
which includes a microprocessor which act as both a transferring device and an obtaining device, 
wherein it inherent that the computer server (1) - (generating means) enables the creation of 
reproduction control information as evident by the fact that the server act as holding for the audio 
data and prepares it for adequate (provides encoding, compression, etc) transmission to the audio 
receiver/playback device; the playback (18) reads on the reproducing device, and the 
microprocessor act as well as the controller, the user interface (25) can also constitute as a 
controller. 

Regarding claim 5, Brooks discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 1). 
Brooks disclose that information and/or data may be transferred and/or transmitted via telephone 
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line connections or wireless communication transmission (col. 3, lines 33-41 and figure 3), 
which indicates electric communication line. 

Regarding claim 6, Brooks discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 1). 
Brooks disclose that the information data may be record onto a record medium wherein the 
reproduction control information is transferred as well (col. 3, lines 6-26). 

Regarding claim 8, Brooks discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 7). 
Brooks further disclose the receiver/player device,which may be unit for use in an automobile 
(col. 3, lines 49-53), which reads on movable body being a car. 

Regarding claim 16, Brooks discloses an audio transfer storage and playback system 
(figures 1-3). Brooks disclosure comprises a computer server (1) with music/recording libraries 
of prerecorded music or voice on tapes, CDs, etc., and means of recording and storing live-music 
or voice, wherein the recorded music may be categorized as to format as classical, jazz, 
contemporary, rap, and others, and same for the recorded voice works (col. 3, lines 6-65) which 
can be transmitted to a audio player. The plurality of different audio data files constitutes as the 
plurality of unit information. Brooks discloses a data storage means (12), which reads on 
memory for storing the plurality of audio data files; via the means (9) for processing the audio 
data files for transmission, the transmission means (5) transmits the files to that audio 
receiver/playback device (6), which includes a microprocessor which act as input/output circuit 
and as a controller and the user interface (25) can also constitute as a controller. 

Regarding claim 17, Brooks discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 
16). Brooks' disclosure teaches that the unit information may be a music work (music 
composition) which inherently supports the plurality of audio information comprising art least a 
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1 st and 2 nd song, and provides identifying information of the songs via the alphanumeric 
information about the particular piece of music (col. 4, lines 2-6). 

Regarding claims 23-25, Brooks discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 16). Brooks' microprocessor coupled to various forms of memory capabilities (col. 3, 
lines 46-65). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3 and 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brooks. 

Regarding claim 3, Brooks discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 1). 
Brooks fails to disclose the particular order of how the audio data is reproduced. It is well 
known in the art to provide a particular play scheme for a plurality of stored audio data. Thus, it 
would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the invention of Brooks by providing specific control information as to what 
order stored audio data is reproduced for the purpose of customizing audio playback as desired. 

Regarding claim 18, Brooks discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 
17). Even though, Brooks disclosure indicates the music is categorized (col. 3, lines 6-17), 
Brooks fails to disclose the particular order of how the audio data is reproduced. It is well 
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known in the art to provide a particular play scheme for a plurality of stored audio data. Thus, it 
would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the invention of Brooks by providing specific control information as to what 
order stored audio data is reproduced for the purpose of customizing audio playback as desired 

Regarding claim 19, Brooks discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 1). 
Brooks fails to disclose the particular order of how the audio data is reproduced. However, the 
claim limitation is interpreted as a sorting technique, which is well known technique. Thus, it 
would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the invention of Brooks by providing specific control information as to what 
order stored audio data is reproduced, such as sorting or the like, for the purpose of customizing 
audio playback as desired 

7. Claims 2 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brooks 
in view Ogawa et al., U. S. Patent No. 6147938. 

Regarding claims 2 and 28, Brooks discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 1). Brooks disclosure teaches that the unit information may be a music work (music 
composition) and obviously provides indication of partial music information, as evident by the 
fact that alphanumeric information about the particular piece of music can be provided (col. 4, 
lines 2-6). However, Brooks fails to specifically disclose the title of the music composition. The 
examiner maintains that the tile of a music composition was well known. 

Regarding providing a title of the music composition, Ogawa discloses a vehicle 
electronic audio system comprising an electronic control unit (a cassette tape, mini disk or CD), 
wherein the electronic control unit provides display information data such as an album title, song 
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title, and the like of the audio being recorded (col 15, lines 36-40), which reads on a the title of a 
music composition. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Brooks by providing the title of the music piece 
as part of the audio information or correspondence information of the audio/music for the 
purpose of enabling the user to know the name or title of the audio selection being played. 

8. Claims 4 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brooks 
in view of Ogawa et al 

Regarding claims 4, and 29, Brooks discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 1 and 16, respectively). Brooks disclosure provides a display for the display an 
alphanumeric information of the audio works (col. 4, lines 2-6). However, Brooks fails to 
specifically disclose the title of the music composition. However, the examiner maintains that 
such a display providing the title of a music composition was well known. 

Regarding the display providing a title of the music composition, Ogawa discloses a 
vehicle electronic audio system comprising an electronic control unit (a cassette tape, mini disk 
or CD), wherein the electronic unit comprises a display for displaying an album title, song title, 
and the like of the audio being recorded (col. 15, lines 36-40), which reads on a displaying the 
title of a music composition. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Brooks by providing a display of the title of the 
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music piece for the purpose of enabling the user to see the name or title of the audio selection 
being played. 

9. Claims 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brooks. Regarding claims 26-27, Brooks discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 16). However, Brooks fails to specifically disclose control information for indicating the 
tone of the audio to be reproduced. Control information for indicating the tone of audio is well 
known in the art. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the invention of Brooks by providing tone control 
information for the purpose of control the tone of particular songs during reproduction to a 
listener. 

10. Claims 9-15 are allowed. 

1 1 . Claims 20-22 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

12. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 4/5/05 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

The applicant essentially argues the prior art reference, Brooks, fails to discloses an 
obtaining device for receiving reproduction control information from a generating means based 
information received from a transferring device. Upon further review of the Brooks is 
maintained in the prior art rejection. Brooks' combination audio receiver/player/data storage 



Application/Control Number: 09/725,809 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2644 

device comprises a microprocessor. The microprocessor as disclosed provide support of being 
both an obtaining device and transfer device as evident by the fact that microprocessor receives 
the transmitted information via a transmission means, and has dual receiving and transmitting 
capabilities between both the user interface and the coupling memory means. Computer server 
reads on the generating means because it is the initial source of generation of the audio data files 
upon which they further processed for adequate transmission to the transmission means, which 
that the data files are arranged and processed accordingly, and obviously specific reproduction 
control information is transmitted along with the audio data for the purpose adequately 
processing the data for audio output. Reproduction control information can consist of many 
characteristics and/or factors, such as the compression, encoding, demodulation, etc. and as well 
as how the information reproduced and/or in a specific order. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura A. Grier whose telephone number is (571) 272-7518. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh N. Tran can be reached on (571) 272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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